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can very poorly realise the-anarchy of Edward IPs reign, the administra-
tive breakdown under Henry VI, the monstrous waste of Henry VIH,
the reckless blindnesa of James I and Charles I. Nor, on the other hand,
should wo understand the full significance of changes which at first pre-
sent themselves in some other aspect; as when Henry II abandoned the
feudal array for his wars abroad, or Edward I replaced land tenure by
representation as the principle of government, or as when the Lancastrian
kings-made their constitutional experiment, or the Stuarts their trial of
government by prerogative. Even such changes as the Eeformation and
the Eevolution.have, beneath their obvious meaning, deep fiscal necessities
and fiscal results. A mere list of taxes abandoned as unsuccessful would
supply a curious commentary on the changes in social and economic ideas.
In the short space of less than 100 years taxes have been laid on tobacco
pipes, government stock, Jews, bachelors, women servants, gloves, births
and marriages, hair powder, watches, hats, Sunday travellers, farm horses,
and salt. • •
., It is to be regretted that a work which displays so much patient eru-
dition.as Mr. Dowell's, such clearness and force, should by an unskilful plan
have been drawn out to the length of four volumes. The history vf taxa-
tion is, given in the first two ; then each tax has its separate biography
given over, again in volumes three and four. Hence in these two hitter
volumes one is perpetually meeting incidents, quotations, and phrases which
have been given verbatim in the early volumes. This is, to say the least,
an audacity from a literary point of view. The bulk of the work is also
needlessly increased by the very elaborate scale on which the whole poli-
tical and parliamentary history from the Eevolution to the present time is
freated; however brightly recounted, an episode on such a scale is hardly
to be justified. As useful a result might have been attained by a brief
narrative of the salient points, with the fiscal changes arranged in a tabular
form. This could have been done in one-fourth of the space. On the
whole, the book will supply a long-felt want, and supply it in a convenient
and trustworthy manner. But it will be more welcome to the student
than the general reader, and, like many English books on a new subject, it
will some day be treated as raw material by a more skilful adapter, and
worked up for popular use in a briefer and more enduring shape.

AETHUE L. SMITH.

Calendar of 'Letters from the Mayor and Corporation of the City of
London, 1850-1870. Edited by E. E. SHAEPE, D.C.L. By order of
the Corporation of the City of London, under the direction of the

, Library Committee.

THE letters here calendared were found stitched together in two parch-
ment rolls in the town clerk's office at the Guildhall. They are enrolled
under the names of the mayors in office at the time when they were
despatched. The majority are under the seal of the mayoralty, and are
headed, ' The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London to '—some have
' the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty:' they are written either in iVench
or Latin. Mr. Sharpe has prefixed a preface containing some remarks on
the contents of the letters, and the circumstances of their preservation
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1886 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 567

and discovery, together with a brief account of the economic history of
the period covered. He makes an extraordinary error with regard to the
history of the staple at Calais, which he speaks of as ' finally suppressed'
in 1869. The statute of 1869 removed the staple from Calais to a cer-
tain number of English towns; but in the beginning of the reign of
Richard II the staple was again transferred to Calais, and continued
there for more than a century.

To turn to the letters themselves. They are mostly addressed to the
magistrates of other towns in England or abroad, and, as a rule, demand
redress of grievances with the significant conclusion, ' as they would
wish their folk to be treated in like case or weightier.' A good many
letters addressed to Bruges show the activity of the commercial relations
with that city. We find some indications of the ways in which payments
of moneys were made. A burgess of York owing 561. to a draper in
Ghent pays over the same to the draper's agent in London, a number
of merchants and. other trustworthy men bearing testimony to the fact,
and the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of London desire the burgesses
of Ghent to accept this testimony.

The dangers of mediaeval travelling are illustrated by the number of
letters which certify to the character of travellers who have been seized
on suspicion of being disloyal persons, and their goods and chattels
taken from them. This happens most frequently in the case of ap-
prentices travelling with the goods of their masters. Many letters
demand the capture of apprentices, who, bound for terms of service
varying from three to ten years, have run away to other English towns.
There are many complaints beoause distress has been taken of citizens
of London for tolls, 'pesage,' 'murage,' 'pykage,' &c, whereas by the
charter of Henry I citizens of London are quit of all manner of toll
throughout the kingdom. A letter to the judges of Valentia informs
them of the grievous loss suffered by some London merchants because
one Peter Moyen of Valentia had sold them a quantity of bad soap.
The damages inflicted on merchants by pirates are several times dwelt
upon. We read of certain Norman pirates called ' billecokes claybakes,'
who have captured and robbed a ship from Cornwall laden with white
tin ; the recovery of ship and cargo and compensation to the owners is
demanded, or else the matter will have to be laid before the king and his
council. Amongst the letters are several certificates of death, a certifi-
cate' of the honest conduct of a citizen of Basel during a five months'
residence in London, as well as certificates of good character to citizens
of London about to travel abroad. Very interesting as showing the
communication between the municipal bodies of different towns, is a
letter to the mayor and bailiffs of Oxford giving information about the
way in which hustings are held in London, in answer to inquiries from
Oxford. The quality of some of the wine of the middle ages becomes
apparent from a letter which speaks of four casks of wine left by a
Lisbon merchant with a London merchant, with orders to give it to the
poor or throw it away if he could not sell it. Part had been distributed
to the poor and the rest thrown away, it being ' the custom of the city of
London that when wine became unwholesome it was thrown away into
the street.1
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It is interesting to find a letter from the mayor and the whole
commonalty of the city of London to Pope Urban V, beseeching his
holiness ' not to remove Simon de Sudbury, bishop of London, where
he is much beloved, to the see of Worcester, which was a less honourable
position although a little more valuable.' Poor Simon Sudbury might
have fared better in 1881 if he had not been so popular in 1864. These
letters will be welcome to all students of medieval life, as helping to
make clear to us the way in which our forefathers transacted business.
The editing has been on the whole carefully done, with notes explaining
obscure words and customs, though of some strange words, such as
' billecokes claybakes' as a name for pirates, no explanation is attempted.

The Governance of England, otherwise called The Difference between an
Absolute and a Limited Monarchy. By Sra JOHH FORTESCUB, Kt.,
sometime Chief Justice of the King's Bench. A Eevised Text,
adited, with introduction, notes, and appendices, by CHABLBS PLUM-
MBB, M.A., Fellow and Chaplain of Corpus Christi College, Oxford.
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1885.)

FoBTESCtrE's treatise on the ' Governance of England' is a work which
deserves all the pains that its present editor has bestowed upon it. Even
if it had appeared anonymously, it would be remarkable, as Mr. Plummer
reminds us, from the fact of its being the earliest constitutional treatise
written in the English language. And, further, its practical character
gives it a position which no mere theorising would ever have obtained for
it. "While his contemporary, Gascoigne, ' does little more than bewail
with querulous iteration the prevalence of errors and abuses,' Fortescue
offers practical remedies for them in a clear straightforward manner. As
Mr. Plummer truly says, in regard to Fortescue's constitutional writings,
' the most valuable part of his speculations is derived from his own expe-
rience of the government of England; and on the basis of that experience
he analyses the nature of constitutional monarchy.'

Fortescue lived through one of the great crises of English history.
Born about the year 1400 and bred to the law, he became Serjeant in
1429 or 1480, a judge of assize in 1440 and 1441, and in 1442 chief
justice of the King's Bench and a knight. He was named chancellor
shortly before Henry VI's expulsion. As a stout Lancastrian, ' a partial
man,' he followed the fortunes of his sovereign, was present in the field
at Towton, if not at Wakefield and the second battle of St. Albans, and
retired with the fugitive royal family to Scotland; and in 1468 he accom-
panied Queen Margaret and her son into France. It was during these
latter years that he wrote his various tracts on the Succession question;
and during his enforced inactivity in exile he composed the best known
of bis works, the ' De laudibus legum Angliae.' It was at the time of the
Lancastrian restoration that Fortescue drew up, in Prince Edward's
name, a programme for the restored government which, as will presently
be seen, has a close connexion with the ' Governance.' In April 1471 he
landed with the queen and young prince, was present at the fatal battle
of Tewkesbury, and fell into the conqueror's hands. His life was spared ;
he made his submission ; and within the year he had received his pardon,
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1886 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 569

and was appointed one of the council. But before he could obtain the
reversal of his attainder and the restoration of his estates, he had to
undergo the humiliation of writing against himself. In his ' Declaration
upon certain Writings ' he refutes his former arguments on the succession.
Mr. Plummer thinks that Fortescue ' cannot be blamed for accepting the
clemency of the conqueror.' We quite agree with him. Fortescue
was now an old man, upwards of seventy years; the Lancastrian cause
was lost; there was nothing left to fight for; and he had to think of his
family. But political suicide must always be a painful process, even in
the most flattering circumstances.

Fortescue's ' Governance' does not now appear in print for the first
time. It was published, in two editions, early in the last century, by
Lord Fortescue of Credan ; and it was included by Lord Olermont in tea
privately printed edition of his ancestor's works in 1869. Mr. Plummer
has done everything to make his edition practically useful, and has
handled his subject with a thoroughness to which it had never been sub-
mitted before. An interesting introduction, including a constitutional
sketch of the Lancastrian and Yorkist period; copious illustrative notes;
a good index, and appendices, make the volume complete within itself.
The illustrations, drawn freely from contemporary records, are particu-
larly valuable. The critical notes, however, should have been printed at
the foot, not at the end, of the text.

The two Tnftin evils which are never absent from Fortescue's mind are
the poverty of the crown, and the overgrown power and insubordination
of the great lords, which since the accession of Henry IV had been
steadily on the increase. The accumulation of great estates in the hands
of a few powerful nobles had made possible that rivalry with the crown
which culminated in the wars of the Roses. Fortesoue had learned the
practical lesson that a king straitened in means could not carry on the
government safely while individual great feudatories exceeded him in
wealth and could use it exclusively for their own particular aggrandise-
ment. The evils bom, on the one hand, of tViia exorbitant power of
' over-mighty subjects,' and, on the other, of lack of governance in the
troubled reign of Henry VI, are tersely sketched by Mr. Plummer in his
introduction. Levying of private war, brokage of royal offices, tampering
with the course of justice, abuses of livery and maintenance, unchecked
outrages, and general corruption of society—all these form the details of
the picture laid before us. Mr. Plummer is too careful an editor to make
any assertion without support of documentary evidence; and the exist-
ence of gross evils in this unhappy period of our history is only too well
proved. But he has not escaped the temptation to generalise, as it
appears to us, too freely from the special evidence which he finds under
his hands. Is it not too sweeping an indictment, even of society in the
fifteenth century, to say that ' the object of every man was to curry favour
with those above him, to win influence over those below; so that, by a
sort of ignoble caricature of the feudal system, the whole structure of
society, from the apex to the base, was knit together in a hierarchy of
corruption' ? In estimating, even from documentary evidence, the general
condition of a nation at any given period, we would allow unrecorded good
to count for something against recorded evil; it is so easy to produce
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proofs of the existence of evil, so difficult to bring evidence that the evil
was not so widely diffused as might appear.

Fortescue's remedies are unfolded in the course of his treatise. We
need not stop to consider the constitutional effects which would have
been wrought by the adoption of his system of making the Crown inde-
pendent. We know what would have been the result. But Fortescue •
was dealing with politics as he knew them. The crown had been over-
borne by the aristocracy, and it was the strengthening of the king's hands
as against the lords, not as against the commons, that was present to his
mind. The king was to live ' of his own ; ' no subject was to be in a
position to rival him.

The questions at what period the ' Governance' was composed, and
whether it was written for Henry VI or Edward IV, have yet to be decided.
For the passage at the end of the nineteenth chapter—' Iblissed be oure
Lord God for that he hath sent King Edward the ini* to reigne upon us'—
is not conclusive, as there is manuscript authority for reading the name of
Henry VI in place of that of Edward IV. The MSS. which Mr. Plummer
has used for his edition are ten in number. The first four are : the Laud
MS. 698 (L) of the latter part of the fifteenth century, on which the text
of this edition is based; the Cotton MB. Claudius A. viii. (C) of about
the same date ; the Yelverton MS. 86 (T), said to be of the first half of
the sixteenth century ; and Harley MS. 542 (H1), Stowe's copy. The two
latter practically count as one, H1 being copied from Y; and L most
provokingly breaks off just a few lines before the place where the king's
name would have occurred. Of the four MSS. we are thus reduced to
two, 0 and Y, for evidence ; and C reads ' Edward IV,' and Y ' Henry VI.'
Were these two MSS. the only surviving copies of the text, we should
prefer the older one, C, and be inclined to assume that the work was
written for Edward IV. At the same time we should have to modify this
opinion if the heading which occurs in C—' This discourse was wrighten
to King Henry the Sixt by Sir John Fortescue, Lord Chancelor '—could
be taken into account. For by some singular accident Mr. Plummer has
treated it as a contemporary note. It is, however, only a title added by

' Sir Robert Cotton, and therefore in no way affects the argument. The
other MSS. fall into two groups : the first representing an edition which
stopped short with the eighteenth chapter ; the other having the reading
' Edward IV.'

From internal evidence it is clear that the work was composed after
the war of the public weal in France in 1465, which is referred to in the
ninth chapter. ( And for this reason Lord Clermont decided that it could
not have been written for Henry VI. But, as Mr. Plummer points out,
this fact does not preclude the possibility of the treatise having been
composed for the Lancastrian restoration of 1470. We do not, however,
admit the weight which he would allow to Lord Clermont's contention, in
regard to Fortescue's use of the expression ' this land' when speaking of
England, that the author must have been writing in England, and there-
fore after 1471. Fortescue was writing for English readers, and would
naturally frame his language accordingly, without regard to the country
in which he happened to be at the moment. Nor do we think Mr.
Plummer happy in his preference for the second of the two theories
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1886 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 571

which he places before us: 1. That the ' Governance ' ' was written in the
first instance for the Lancastrian restoration of 1470, and that it was
afterwards recast by Fortescue and adapted to Edward IV ;' and 2. That
it ' may have baen written originally for Edward IV, and the scribe of Y,
writing under the Tudors, may have altered the reading to avoid shocking
Tudor susceptibilities. This nineteenth chapter may have been mutilated
in L and omitted in " the group noticed above" for the same reason.'
The first theory undoubtedly seems the more simple and natural one ;
the second appears to us rather far-fetched. We do not think that
Tudor susceptibilities would have been so sensitive, nor does the sugges-
tion of mutilation and curtailment of the MSB. commend itself. Many
other copies must have existed which have since disappeared. . Would
they all have been so carefully doctored ? The variations in the MSS.
are enough to show that there was more than one edition of the work,
and the hard fact that Henry VI's name appears hi certain copies cannot
be explained, we venture to think, by an ex post facto argument. On
the contrary we accept it as a pretty conclusive proof that Mr. Plummer's
first theory is the right one, and that the ' Governance ' was written, in
the .first instance, for the Lancastrian restoration of 1470.

Absolute proof that Fortescue had in his mind, at this crisis, some of
the arguments which appear in the ' Governance,' is afforded by the
interesting paper which Mr. Plummer has had the well-merited fortune
to discover, and which he prints hi,his appendix: 'The Articles sent
from the Prince of Wales to the Earl of Warwick, his father-in-law.' The
substance of this state document so exaotly agrees with passages in the
treatise, that there can be no question of its authorship and of its con-
nexion with the 'Governance.' Assuming then that 1470 is the date
of original composition of the treatise, certain inequalities hi the text
must be explained by the modifications which the writer afterwards
introduced. Had Fortescue been a younger man, no doubt such in-
equalities would have disappeared under a more thorough revision. The
last chapter, for example, hangs so awkwardly at the end, after the perora-
tion of the nineteenth chapter which should naturally close the work, that
there can be little doubt that it is a later addition. Again, the passage in
tho eleventh chapter which refers to gifts to the king's ' moste worshipfull
brotherryn ' seems, as Mr. Plummer says, to suit the brothers of Edward
IV better than the half-brothers of Henry VI. But, on the other hand,
had the treatise been originally written for Edward, it may be doubted
whether Fortescue would have so pointedly referred in his- ninth
chapter to ' somme off the kynges subgettes' who ' late in owre reaume'
have given him battle. It is true that the words might apply to the
rebellion of Warwick and Clarence, but they would also apply to other
people and might have been unpleasant reading for a king who had
himself been a king's subject and had gamed his crown by giving battle.
Fortescue, fresh from his ' Declaration upon certain Writings,' would
have been a bold man to address them in the first instance to the
Yorkist long. It should also be noticed that the passages just quoted
appear hi the MSS. which bear Henry's name; but this does not prove
that they were all written hi his tune, for there is no extant copy of this
class early enough to enable us to form a satisfactory opinion. Additions,
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written in the margins of an early MS. might have been incorporated in
the text of later copies without altering the king's name.

The opening chapters contain the theoretical portion of the work,
which ' is little more than a translation and recasting of the correspond-
ing portions of the " De Laudibus," ' describing the two forms of govern-
ment—the Dominium Regale, or absolute monarchy, and the Dominivm
Politicum et Regale, or constitutional monarchy. Under the first the
king ' mey rule his people by such lawes as he makyth hym self;' under
the second, only by laws ' such as thai assenten unto; and therfore he
mey sett upon thaim no imposicions withowt +.>»»> owne assent.' Of the
first, France is an instance; of the second, England. Fortescue is not
very happy in his quotations of medueval writers in support of his
theories. St. Thomas Aquinas, Roger of Waltham, and Egidius Romanus
are cited as authorities, but on being tested are found to be writing from
different premisses or with different views. As Lord Carlingford says,
' Fortescue, while endeavouring to support his doctrines of constitutional
monarchy by the authority of St. Thomas, really derived them from his
own liberal sentiments and the happy experience of his own country.'
We turn then with more interest to the practical portion of the work,
which, to quote Mr. Flummer, while ' dealing with the actual evils of the
time, attempts to find a practical remedy for them.' Fortescue at once
strikes the keynote of the whole work: the poverty of the crown and the
troubles which it brings in its train. A poor king must borrow; those
who lend most have their profit, so that the king's ' creauncers wolle
Wynne upon him the iiyth or vth pene [penny] of all that he dispendith;'
he must reward by assignment, for which he has small thanks from the
needy man ; he will be compelled to find ' exquysite meanes of geytinge
of good; as to putt defaate in some of his subgettes that bith innooentes,
and upon the riohe men more then the pore, bycause that' he mey bettir
pay ; and to shew rigoure ther as favour awght to be shewid, and favour
ther as rigour shuld be shewid, to perversion of Justice and perturbacion
of the peas and quiete of the reaume.' In a word, ' ther may no reaume
prospere or be worshipfull undir a poore kynge.'

The expenses of government are divided into charges ordinary and
charges extraordinary. Under the first head fall the household, the
wardrobe, officers' fees, guarding the marches, keeping Calais, and works.
The maintenance of the navy is excluded, as being provided for by
tonnage and poundage. And in regard to the -' kepynge off the see'
Fortesoue makes some remarks which might have been written yesterday:
' And though we have not alwey werre uppon the see, yet it shalbe
nesoessarie that the kynge have alway some ffloute upon the see, ffor the
repressynge off rovers, savynge off owre marchauntes, owre ffiahers, and
the dwellers uppon owre costes; and that the kynge kepe alway some
grete and myghty vessels, ffor the brekynge off an armye when any shall
be made ayen hym upon the see. Ffor thanne it shall be to late to do
make such vessailles. And yet withowt thaym all the kynges navey
shall not suffice to borde with carrikkes and other grete vessailles, nor
yet to mowe breke a myghty ffloute gadered off purpose.'

The extraordinary charges ' bith so casuelle that no man mey know
hem in certaynte;' but the principal heads are summed up as : 1. Main-
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tenance of ambassadors abroad, and entertainment of, and gifts to, foreign
ambassadors in England. As Mr. Plummer remarks, the fact that di-
plomatic) charges are reckoned among extraordinary expenses illustrates
the difference between mediaeval and modern diplomacy. 2. Rewards.
8. New buildings ' for his pleasure and magnificence,' together with rich
clothing, furs, jewels, plate, hangings, ' horses off grete price.' Here
there is no idea of retrenchment: the lring must maintain his position,
'ffor yf a kyng did not so, nor myght do, he lyved then not like his
estate, but rather in miserie.' 4. Commissions for repression of revolt.
6. Repulse of foreign invasion. In regard to the last, the insular posi-
tion of England was not always regarded in the fifteenth century with
the same complacent satisfaction as in the present day. More than once
Fortescue refers to the danger of being attacked by enemies on every
side,' considerynge that we be a Helonde,' and the difficulty of getting help
from other lands. How hard it was for the Lancastrian kings to meet
their annual expenditure is well illustrated by Mr. Plummer from
abstracts of the budgets of three years, one for each reign.

Fortescue next turns to the consideration of the ' livelihood' of the
crown, which he maintains should not. only be sufficient to meet all
ordinary charges, but should then be in a condition to defray extra-
ordinary charges as well, the king's income for suoh extraordinary
charges being larger than that of any great lord; otherwise this ' were
inconvenient and would be to the kynge right dredefull,' as well as a
temptation to the magnate to overthrow his master, ' for oertanly ther
mey no grettir perell growe to a prince than to have a subgett equepolent
to hym selff.' The remedy of the king's wants ip to be found, not in
taxation, whioh would be ' sore aborred,' but in endowment of the crown
with great estates, which, with marriages, escheats, and other incidents,
would render him independent. Nor should he be allowed to alienate,
' ffor sellynge of a kynges livelod is propirly called delapidacion off his
orowne and therfore is off great infame.' Suoh endowment could only
be secured by an act of resumption, a subsidy for present exigencies, and
a council which should settle rewards. The principle to be followed in
conferring such rewards is to avoid permanent grants of real property
and to bestow offices directly on servants of the orown, thus stopping the
abuse of allowing them to be begged for the followers of great lords
whose livery they wore.

In his scheme for the composition of the council Fortescue would
effect radical changes. In place of the old council of the ' gretteste
lordes off the lande, both spirituelles and temporeUis, and also off other
men that were in grete auctorite and offices,' whose thoughts were always
bent on their own affairs and advantages, he would have one composed
of twelve spiritual and twelve temporal members, of the wisest of the
bind, to sit permanently, assisted by four spiritual and four temporal
lords, to be appointed annually. Suoh a reorganisation would have left
little political power to the nobles; every one of the permanent members
might be a commoner, and none was to be dismissed but on the advice of
the majority.

Fortescue's illustrations are derived not only from his experience
of the manners of his own countrymen, but also from his knowledge
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of France and, to some extent, of -Scotland. The picture which he
draws of the French commons living under an absolute monarchy is
remarkable : ' Thai drinken water, thai eyten apples, with brede right
browne made of rye; thai eyten no flesshe but yf it be right seldon
a litle larde or of the entrayles and heydes of bestis slayn for the
nobles and marchauntes of the lande. Thai weren no wolen, but yf
it be a pouere cote undir thair uttermest garnement, made of grete
caunvas and caUid a frokke. Thair hausyn beth of lyke caunvas, and
passyn not thair kne, wherfore thai beth gartered and ther theis bare.
Thair wyfes and childeren gone barefote; thai mowe in non other wyse
leve.' He would not have his countrymen reduced to this condition by
so odious a tax as the salt-tax. It is a fallacy to suppose that the safety
of the country lies in the reduction of the commons to poverty. On the
contrary, ' whan any rysinge hath be made in this londe beffor theis
dayis by commons, the pouerest men theroff have be the grettest causers
and doers therin.' And yet this argument, good for England, does not
hold in France. Frenchmen, it appears, fail to rise in rebellion, not
from poverty, but from lack of courage, ' wich no Ffrenoheman hath like
unto a Englysh man.' This good old-fashioned.idea of our superiority
over the foreigner is further charmingly illustrated by the fact that in
England three or four robbers have been known to spoil six or seven true
men ; whereas, in France, BO many as six or seven thieves have never
been so hardy as to attack even three or four good men : which is a thing
to be proud of. Even Scotland fares badly in a comparison. No man is
hanged in that country for robbery for seven years together. But then
many suffer for larceny, for ' ther hartes serve hem not to take a manys
gode, while he is present and woll defende it; wich maner off takynge is
call id robbery.' Englishmen are ' of another corage.'

E. JMAUNDB THOMPSON.

Anne Boleyn; a Chapter of English History, 1627-1686. By
FBEBDMANN. In two volumes. (London : Macmillan & Co. 1884.)

THB writer of this remarkable work has taken time by the forelock and
anticipated the publication of the volumes of ' Letters and Papers Foreign
and Domestic,' whilst his own personal researches have enabled him to
criticise the volumes of both these series which have been already issued.
It might have been thought that the editors had had enough to do, each
with his own particular department, but Mr. Friedmann seems to have
traversed the ground assigned to each of them and to have neglected
no accessible source of information as to the subject of which he treats.
He does, indeed, occasionally refer to printed documents which have been
published by editors who have preceded him, but for the most part his
references are to the pages of the original despatches at- Vienna, Paris,
and elsewhere. And he appears even to have seen the original of the
celebrated breve, the genuineness of which has been so hotly disputed,
which was sent by Julius II to console Isabella on her death-bed. No
such work could have been written till the last few years, and if the
text of it could have been presented to the public without the vouchers
which occupy so much space at the foot of the pages, the history
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